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Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, October, 1899
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   The hot topics in 1899 were the war with Spain which had expanded into the Spanish territory of the Philippine Islands, and the advisability of making the Philippines and Puerto Rico and possibly others into official Territories of the United States, or, in a word, expansionism. 

   The following is a PLEA: The L. G. Historic Preservation Commission is working on a project to make Lake Geneva's railroad history visible to the public at the site of some of the old railroad facilities; namely, the original turntable and part of the old road bed which is now a public path.  The project is well under way, but what they really need are photos of the R. R. facilities in Lake Geneva, especially the turntable.   So get into grandpa's or Aunt Lily's attic or old photo albums and let's see what we can find!  This is going  to be a really nice addition to the story of L. G.'s history, so please help if you can. If you find anything you think the Commission might be interested in you can contact Mary Tanner at 248-0373 or Ken Etten at 248-8391 ext 12 or Denny Teichow at 248-6313.
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Qlasses Flitted by the New Method
CONSULTATION FREE

The Doctor lectures and holds a clinic each
Wednesday in Chicago, and will not be in
his office on this day.




 A Costly Residence.
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Which Is Now Nearing Completion.

It Is Built in the French Gothic Style of Architecture on the East Shore of Our Lake, and Finished in Various Kinds of Wood.

   Though Harry G. Selfridge and family are here for the season, their new house is not fully completed.  The work is being pushed as rapidly as possible and in a few days they will enjoy life under their own roof.

  When completed the Selfridge summer home will be one of the most magnificent country places in the costly circle which surrounds Lake Geneva.  The house stands near the quaint Ceylon Court owned by F. R. Chandler.  The first story and terrace walls are of native boulders.  The second story is framed of open timbers of selected cypress with plastered walls between the timbers.  The roof is of green tile.
  In the interior a grand staircase extends from the main floor to the roof lines, 35 feet high.  The great parlor is 40 by 60 feet, beyond that is the library 16 by 25 feet.  The second story is taken up by nine master bedrooms, five servants rooms an four bathrooms.  All the main floors and principle rooms are finished in mahogany, antique oak and birch.  The dome has an elaborate glass ceiling.

ELECTRIC RAILWAY PROSPECTS
Directors of the Geneva Lake, Sycamore and Southern Railway Visit Lake Geneva.
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  Word was passed around Tuesday that representatives of what is known as the long line, the electric road from Morris, Ill. to Lake Geneva were in the city and desired to meet some of our business men to talk over the road's prospect.
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  Accordingly a goodly number gathered at the office of Chas. S. French for that purpose.  Mayor Moore was chosen chairman.  Mr. Brown, on behalf of the directors, presented the good features of the road, stating what preliminary work had been done, that the original projects was to make Marengo Park on the south shore the northern terminus, but later they came to the conclusion that they would come to our city and see what they could see.  Mr. Gamble, the engineer, state that the road would be as solidly constructed as any steam road and it would have the necessary power to  handle all the freight they could  get.  As most of them had never been to Lake Geneva, and as they were unacquainted with the topography between here and Hebron, they expressed a wish to visit our southern neighbor, making the trip over the most available and desirable route.
  The committee accompanied the gentlemen to Hebron, showing them a route with very few hills, which could easily be cut down.  The directors expressed themselves as very well pleased with what they saw, the city, the country and the treatment they received at the hands of our people.
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The School Question.
THEY HAVE TOO MUCH SUPER-
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If Dot had played with common soap
What wreck there’d be to-morrow!

Her hands all chapped, her dress past hope,
Her toys a tale of sorrow.

But mother lets her play like this
And wash whate’er she chooses,

For not a thing will go amiss
When Ivory Soap she uses.

IVORY SOAP— 994 PER CENT. PURE.

COPYRIGHT 1898 Y THE PROCTER & GAMBLE CO. CINCINNATY



VISION ALREADY.
Too Many Frills and not Enough Sound, Practical, Every Day Education to Be of Benefit to the Average Boy or Girl.

  The Evening Wisconsin discusses the school question in an intelligent manner notwithstanding the fact that some teachers and some members of school boards, (dominated largely by teachers) think newspapers dabble too much in their affairs.  Here is a portion of the Wisconsin's editorial:

  The teachers are overburdened with work because of the size of the classes, which, owing to the crowded condition of the schools, are larger than they ought to be.  The pupils, too, are overburdened because of the heaviness of the curriculum, and consequently, they proceed slowly through the grades and are sent out into the business world, or to the high schools, poorly equipped, notwithstanding nearly a decade of study.  The average graduate from the grammar schools is weak in the fundamentals and any course that is weak at the foundation is a fraud upon the pupils and on the taxpayers. The school boards of growing cities should increase the number of teacher, multiply the number of classes by making them smaller, and if need be teach the fundamentals very thoroughly in half day sessions.  A pupil who receives careful instruction in the fundamentals during half-day periods instead of receiving a smattering of many things during an entire school day will leave the eighth grade far better equipped for business, or for the high school, than the average pupil of today.

THE CHAUTAUQUA CIRCLE.

BEETHOVEN  RECITAL  LARGELY  ATTENDED.

  The Beethoven recital conducted by Miss Sampson on Monday evening was most beautifully given to a good sized and appreciative audience.  It was a great pleasure to listen to one of our own young women so gifted in music.  Miss Sampson's interpretation of Beethoven's Adagio from Pathetique Sonata was especially fine and well executed and deserved the hearty applause she received.  
  The program for next Monday evening at 7:30 o'clock in the library rooms is of more than usual interest.  Miss Brown of the high school offers the Shakespeare program.
Expansion Policy Shown Not To Be Inconsistent.
Two Notable Instances Serve to Prove that a Great Nation Can Alter the Purpose of a War After It Has Begun.


   Senator Hoar and some other anti-expansionists declare that, because the Congressional resolution declaring war against Spain disavowed the purpose of making it a war of conquest, we cannot consistently take and keep any of the territory that has been wrested from Spain.  The anti-expansionists say we should stand by our first proposition.
   But there are two former instances in which the purposes of the American people were changed after they had begun war.  On the 6th of July, 1775, the American Congress, after forming an army and fighting several battles, formally disavowed any intention on the part of the colonists to separate from Great Britain.  Yet a year later Congress reversed its action and declared for separation from Great Britain.

   Again in 1861, when the war of the rebellion had been in progress for three months, a resolution was passed by Congress, which President Lincoln signed, declaring it not to be the purpose of the government to interfere with the rights or institutions of the seceding states, but simply to preserve the Union.  Nevertheless the Emancipation Proclamation was subsequently issued, and slavery, the dearest institution of the seceding states, was destroyed.
   These two instances serve to prove that a great nation can change the purpose of a war after it has begun, without laying itself liable to the charge of being inconsistent.  Therefore we believe the United States may hold enough of the Philippines to afford ample naval stations, not for intimidation of the natives, but  to be footholds for our expanding traffic in the East.
   Great Britain continues to be the greatest customer of the United States, despite the fact that our purchases from her continue much below those of former years.

   Secretary Alger and the members of the Senate and House Military Committee and their wives will go on a junket tour through the West Indies.  They will sail from New York on the steamship Berlin and will be gone for about one month.  The party will live on the steamer during the entire trip and make sort trips to the interior of the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico.  They will study the military requirements of the islands.


   The Attorney General has decided that the United States is not liable for any damages arising out of Dewey's cutting the British cable at Manila.  The British government has indicated it would like to know the attitude of the United States in regard to the matter.  The Attorney General holds that the cutting of the cable was necessary as an exigency of war.

   There is considerable adverse comment in Washington on the custom of allowing each prominent official a telephone at public expense.


   A new ruling is about to be adopted in the Post Office Department.  It is on account of the proneness of some of the young women clerks to get married.  It is  almost a daily occurrence  to receive an official communication advising that in the future "Miss Smith" must be addressed as "Mrs. Brown."  The intention is to permit young women who change their names to allow their husbands to support them.


FILIPINO ARMY IN A PANIC.
Deadly Volley Scatters Aguinaldo's Troops in Every Direction.

   Gen MacArthur's division crossed the Rio Grande Thursday and advanced on Apalit, completely routing the flower of the Filipino army.

   The First Nebraska regiment, acting as a reserve, attacked the natives in three lines of trenches, driving them out, killing 16 and wounding many.  In the mean time about 3,000 Filipinos, evidently came to reinforce the insurgents who were engaged with the Nebraskans.

   The heat in the early part of the afternoon was terrific, but a drenching thunderstorm, which came later, greatly refreshed the Americans.  The American loss is one man killed and three officers and six men wounded.

IN PUBLIC,
   Never eat upon the street.

   Never take any more space than is necessary in waiting rooms, ,stations, coaches, etc

    Always restore a dropped article to a lady or to infirm men or aged persons of either sex.

   Always wait for a lady to offer you her hand.  Never take the initiative in this matter.
   Always raise your hat  to a gentleman of your acquaintance who is with a lady.

   Always remove your hat when entering private offices.

Don't Gossip - Whatever men may say to their wives  at home, it is not often that a man will mention his wife's faults away from home.  It is quite different with most wives, however.  When they get  together they chatter as freely as children and talk of their husbands faults, real or imagined., and those who hear it often tell  it to others in an exaggerated form.  After a while  the husband finds he is talked about in the neighborhood as if he were worse than a brute.

Girls, Get a "Job" - Some writer has recently put forth the idea that women who enter the business world have a fine opportunity to marry.  In a business office a woman sees a man at his sincerest, learns a great deal about his faults and foibles and moods and susceptibilities, and if a woman marries a man after knowing him in this way, and does not know how to deal with him and what to expect from him, she must be very stupid.
John E. Nethercut

OFFICIAL CITY PAPER

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
   If the money is not handy we could take a load of hay on that subscription account. 

   How many will the opera house seat?  The test will come on Jan 26 when the Ridgeway Concert Co. give sits entertainment.  Many are liable to find "standing room only" unless they secure tickets in advance.

   Mr. and Mrs. John Miller mourn the loss of their infant son which died Tuesday morning aged 8 months.  The funeral was conducted at the house.

   We are informed that the whistle at the water works will sound every week day at 6 a.m., 12 m., 1 p.m. and 6 p.m.  The ordinary whistle will be the one used, the "mocking bird" or calliope whistle will only be used as an alarm for fire.

   An absolutely pure soap, The Hustler, is for sale 15 bars for 25 cents, by C. D. Gilbert.
Considerable improvement has been made in the Denison House in the way of new floors, new carpets and new furniture.
   The man who gets mad at what the newspapers say about him should return thanks three times a day for what the newspapers know about him and don't say.

   The Herald is always for sale at the drug stores of R. B. Arnold and Wm. H. Hammersley.

   The ice in the lake reached a thickness of 27 inches, and is as clear as crystal.

  The high school rooms were so cold a part of last week that the pupils had to be dismissed.

   However much opposition there may be to expanding the United States around the world, there's one thing sure - the sun won't set on it.
   A good many of our people report their cellars frozen during the recent cold snap and as a result potatoes will be in demand.

   It is reported that there is another deal on about the Button lakeshore ice plant.  If there is anything to it it will probably turn out that the ice trust buys it to keep out the competition.

   The Moores, who as previously stated, have rented the VanInwagen cottage, have also engaged Capt. Manson's Admiral for next season.


ICE BOATING PARTY.
   In the middle of last week Henry H. Porter got his father's house in order to entertain a party of his young friends from Chicago while they enjoyed the fine ice boating and a sleigh ride on our lake.  The weather helped Henry give his guests a jolly lot of winter sports with the mercury 22 degrees below zero.
   Ice boats were provided and a covered bus from Sherman's, on runners, so that those who did not care to go on the boats could take a sleigh ride on the lake and not be exposed to the biting cold wind.

   The following were entertained at the Porter place:

Slason Thompson

George Carpenter

Dr. Isham


John Newell

The Misses Rumsey
Prof. Stratton

Mr. Porter, of Chicago

Those who were entertained at the Denison House:
Misses---


Victor Kiting

Louise Prashel

Albert Erskine
Margarie Day

Frank Hawile, Chicago

A PROPOSED CHANGE
   In the Sand Beach Road as Desired by the Lake Geneva Villa Association.

   Ever since the Indians made way for the white man about Lake Geneva, strolling bands of Gypsies made frequent stops on the unoccupied lands by the road side.  Although the Gypsies have been ordered away their primitive camp grounds remain, but are grown over, Nature having been allowed to run wild.  The Big Foot lake of the Indians has been circumscribed, the winds and waters have made a sand barrier and back of it lurks the swamp shutting off the beautiful wooded foot hills from their natural access to the most beautiful lake in Wisconsin.  
   To restore the rights and privileges of the present owners of this land, the morass and jungle might be dug out, the sand bar and beach and the road might be swept away and the clear waters of Lake Geneva be allowed to ebb and flow to the old shore lines.  The public road could be replaced where it ran before.  These lands belong to the Lake Geneva Villa Association, and they have recently published a plat, which not only preserves the whole of the beach road for public use, but adds other roads to that section, changes the jungle into a picturesque lake, preserves the romance of the gypsy life by calling it "Gypsy Lake" and adds beautiful building sites for other homes.  All that is asked of the town of Linn is to vacate 600 feet of a public road which damages the property of the association.    The Indians have gone, the Gypsies must go, and civilization make further advances in Linn.  F.R.G.

RICHMOND ROAD RACE.
   The 4th annual road race of the Richmond, Ill. Athletic Association Will be held Tuesday, over the Richmond - Genoa Junction course.            The rules:
   1. The entrance fee shall be 50 cents.
   2. The handicap limit shall be 5 minutes.

   3. Scratch men shall be started at 10:30 a.m., rain or shine.

   4. No tandem, triplet, quadruplet or mechanically propelled machine will be permitted to start.


SURVEYORS ARE AT WORK.
After Finishing the Marengo Park Survey They Begin on the Route Between Here and Hebron.

   Last Saturday Attorney Brown for the Geneva Lake, Sycamore & Southland Electric Railway came to Lake Geneva and had a conference with three of our aldermen about the matter of the survey from Hebron to here.  He proposed that the city or citizens guarantee to the company the amount necessary to pay for the survey.
  As the city could do nothing in the matter, it was decided to give the company the necessary amount and raise the same by subscription.  Thursday morning they began their survey from this place to Hebron, practically along the route shown them by the committee a few weeks ago.

   Of course, as this is only a preliminary survey, the company is not in a position to make our people a positive proposition.  
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The Lake Geneva Old Times is sponsored and financially supported by the Lake Geneva Historic Preservation Commission.  Each issue represents one year of authentic old news. It is free to the public.  The public may obtain copies at the Geneva Museum, Grandma Vickie’s Café, Dunn Lumber, Piggly Wiggly, Caribou Coffee & Starbucks.   Back issues can be purchased for 50 cents each.  


Editor, Denny Teichow,  262-248-6313.
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